I am Dennis Greenhouse representing the Delaware Coalition Against Gun Violence and
the Giffords Organization. I am here today to support HB 300 the bill to ban bump stocks
and trigger cranks in Delaware.
Let’s go back in history. In 1929 seven Chicago mobsters murdered seven rivals with
machine guns. In 1934 Congress responded to this and enacted the National Firearms Act
(NFA). The purpose of the act was to limit the ability of a single civilian to inflict mass
casualties. At that time machine guns and bombs were considered the most dangerous
weapons. Since the enactment very few murders with machine guns have occurred.
Now we fast forward to the present. It seems that the federal government is unwilling to
pass a national law to ban bump stocks. That means state and local governments must
take the lead. Bump Stocks are not regulated by the NFA, even though they can create
similar effects of a machine gun. Bump Stocks circumvent the NFA Act.
Since the mass shooting in Las Vegas the City of Columbia SC made bump stocks illegal.
Mayor Steve Benjamin, a gun owner, said and I quote “That’s why I decided to do what
our federal and state governments are unwilling to do. I’ve decided to act by introducing
a City ordinance to ban the use of bump stocks and trigger cranks in the City of Columbia.
The ordinance passed unanimously. In November of 2017 Massachusetts Republican Lt.
Gov. acting on behalf of the Governor signed a bill to ban bump stocks. One of his last
acts as Governor Chris Christie signed a bill to ban bump stocks.
People say that the Vegas shooting may have been an isolated incident but incidents can
happen anytime anywhere. Imagine if the shooter at the Sandy Hook Elementary School
had a bump stock. Imagine if the Beltway Snipers had bump stocks when they went on
their killing spree. Imagine if the shooter who shot Gabby Giffords and others at a
supermarket had a bump stock. Imagine if the shooter of Representative Steve Scalise
had a bump stock.
Other governments have taken the right step now its Delaware’s turn. The House should
pass this bill, move it to the Senate for them to pass and then on to Gov. Carney for his
signature.
You took your chance when you bought a bump stock does the government reimburse
you for a marriage license when you get a divorce.

